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Il. Postwar Expansion of the Japanese Deep-sea Tuna Fisheries: Continuity,
Discontinuity and Present-day Repercussions (% ic 17 2 HAROERE~ 7 v
DK : MhetkE, AEflE, BLXUORECET 2 (LEHD)

Introduction

In the post-Second World War era, the globalization of Japanese fisheries became conspicuous.
The globalization process, however, had been in progress since the early decades of the twentieth
century. The pre-Second World War (hereafter, prewar) Japanese overseas fisheries were roughly
grouped into three types: fisheries based on the colonies and mandate islands (e.g. Taiwan, Korea, and
Micronesia), fisheries by Japanese immigrants (e.g. Canada, U.S. , and Latin America), and deep-sea
fisheries in the Northern and Southern Pacific [hokuyo and nan’yo].! The imperial Japanese
government encouraged and promoted overseas expansion of fisheries, both for securing food
(protein) for the nation and for obtaining foreign currency through the export of canned seafood.

As Japan lost all its colonies and mandate islands at the end of the war, the first type of overseas
fisheries came to a nearly complete halt. The second type shrank drastically because the Japanese
immigrants on the U.S. West Coast, Canada, and Latin America were sent to internment camps during
the war, and many of them never returned to their original occupations when they were released.
Among those who emigrated within the Asia-Pacific region, many perished in the war, while the
survivors returned to Japan. In any case, after the war, fisheries by immigrants were no longer regarded
as part of “Japanese” fisheries. The third type of deep-sea fisheries was temporarily obstructed by the
war and the post-war Allied Occupation, but soon revived and rapidly expanded from the late 1940s
onward. The U.S. occupation authorities first contained Japanese fisheries within twelve nautical miles
from the coastline (the so-called MacArthur line). They soon realized, however, that deep-sea fisheries
were an important source of food and income for the Japanese, which they thought was essential for

fending off communism. They lifted restrictions one by one, and by 1950, Japanese fishing vessels

! For the categorization of prewar overseas fisheries, the author has consulted Akira Nakai,
ed., Overview of the Overseas Fisheries Joint Ventures [Kaigai gyogyo goben jigyo no
gaikan], (Kaigai Gyogyo Kyoryoku Zaidan, 1995) and Tetsuo Hoshi, ed., Everything about
Skipjack and Tuna Fisheries [Katsuo maguro gyogyo no subete] (Domei Tsushin-sha,
1974). Although it may sound inaccurate to include fisheries by Japanese immigrants in the
“Japanese overseas fisheries,” the author has adopted such categorization because it was the
Japanese government policy to promote immigration in the prewar years, and also many of
the first-generation Japanese immigrants did not intend to emigrate permanently, but were

planning to return to Japan once they saved some money.



were already navigating as far as the equator to the south, and 180 degrees to the east.? Longline tuna
fisheries, in particular, emerged as a thriving business, as freezing technology improved and the U.S.
consumption of canned tuna grew. As the occupation ended in April 1952 and Japan regained
sovereignty, all restrictions were removed and the Japanese fisheries expanded globally once again.

My paper examines the postwar Japanese tuna fisheries which emerged out of the prewar Imperial
legacy. Especially, my paper will focus on the relationships between the “structure” of tuna fishing
business and “people” who were involved in it. More concretely, it outlines four types of tuna fisheries
that emerged in the postwar era—overseas bases, mothership-type fishery, the Atlantic fishery, and
small ownership operations—each linked to the prewar Imperial tradition to a differing degree, but
also reflecting the distinct postwar features. Postwar tuna fisheries absorbed both vessels and
fishermen from the remote areas of Japan previously not involved in the Imperial fisheries. Using both
Japanese-language sources on the tuna fishing industry and interviews with retired tuna fishermen 1
have conducted in the past 7-8 years, this paper will illuminate the way small actors (individual
fishermen) interacted with the large capitalist system in the early Cold War era.

Historical scholarships on the global tuna fisheries have only recently begun to flourish, notably
Nadin Hee’s 2020 article on fisheries diplomacy.® However, the overwhelming majority of the past
scholarships analyze tuna fisheries from the perspectives of maritime resources and/or food security.*
Although there is no doubt that such perspectives are extremely important, largely overlooked in these
scholarly works are the small actors, i.e. fishermen who were involved in the global structure of tuna
fishing business. They were on the frontline of international conflicts over maritime resources,
disputes over the Law of the Sea, and were even face to face with the danger of thermonuclear tests.
Although the present author does not underestimate the fact that these fishermen contributed to
overfishing and depletion of maritime resources, it is also important to know who they were and what
kind of structure they were working in. By focusing on the interaction of the structure of tuna fishing
business and fishermen involved in it, my paper will hopefully contribute to the body of recent

scholarships on the history of global tuna fisheries.

2 Hoshi, Everything about Skipjack and Tuna Fisheries, p. 37.

3 Nadine Heé, “Negotiating Migratory Tuna: Territorialization of the Oceans, Trans-war

Knowledge and Fisheries Diplomacy,” Diplomatic History, vol. 44, no. 3 (2020): 413-427.

4 Rachel A. Schuman, “Tuna Dreams: Resource Nationalism and the Pacific Islands’ Tuna
Industry,” Development and Change, vol. 29, no. 1 (1998): 107-136; Roger Smith, Japan’s
International Fisheries Policy: Law, Diplomacy and Politics Governing Resource Security

(Routledge, 2014).



1. Overseas Bases

Losing all its overseas fishing bases at the end of the war, Japanese fishing companies sought to
build new overseas bases by concluding business partnerships with foreign capitals. An early example
was Tokyo Suisan Kogyo Company’s Samoa base, built in January 1954, in partnership with Van
Camp, a major U.S. tuna canning company. This scheme, however, did not succeed initially. The base
only took off successfully after Mitsubishi Shoji, a large trading company (shosha), Omaezaki Tuna
Fisheries Cooperative Association, and Nichirei, a major Japanese seafood company, joined the
project.> In 1956, there were twenty-six overseas bases, while by December 1962, the number
increased to ninety-eight: thirty-six in Latin America; thirty-nine in Southeast Asia; twenty-three
elsewhere (Figure 1).5 Figure 2 shows the global distribution of overseas bases (registered as agents
of the Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries Cooperative Associations) in 1973. Compared to 1962, the
total number of bases had slightly decreased to eighty-five, while geographical distribution had
dramatically expended. Although bases were concentrated in Southeast Asia and Latin America in
1962, they were much more widely dispersed in 1973, including sixteen in Africa, twenty in North
America, ten in Australia, and eight in Europe. The change from 1962 to 73 reflected the results of
harsh international competition over fishing territories and the struggle of Japanese fishing industry to

develop new bases in formerly unexplored areas of the world.

> Hoshi, Everything about Skipjack and Tuna Fisheries, p. 151.
® Hoshi, Everything about Skipjack and Tuna Fisheries, p. 107; Nakai, Overview of the

Overseas Fisheries Joint Ventures, p. 13.



Figure 1. Number of Overseas Bases for Fisheries

Region selling fish [loaning shipgproviding labofjoint venture Total
Latin America 4 2 6
Southeast Asia 1 8 6 15
Dec-56
Others 2 1 1 1 5
Total 7 9 1 9 26
Latin America 6 3 9
Southeast Asia 1 5 3 6 15
Jun-58
Others 9 1 1 3 14
Total 16 6 4 12 38
Latin America 5 3 8
Southeast Asia 3 6 7 6 22
Mar-59
Others 6 2 9 3 20
Total 14 8 16 12 50
Latin America 3 5 8 16
Southeast Asia 2 5 7 7 21
1960
Others 5 1 10 4 20
Total 10, 11 17 19 57
Latin America 5 7 8 20
Southeast Asia 3 7 9 8 27
1961
Others 7 2 13 5 27
Total 15 16 22 21 74
Latin America 1 8 2 10 21
Southeast Asia 13 17 7 37
May-62
Others 3 1 15 6 25
Total 4 22 34 23 83
Latin America 1 7 17 11 36
Southeast Asia 3] 13 16 7 39
Dec-62
Others 3 15 5 23
Total 7 20 48 23 98

Southeast Asia includes Ryukyu Islands. Others include North America, Europe, Africa, Middle and

Near East, Oceania, Australia, and New Zealand.




Figure 2. Overseas Bases of Japanese Tuna Fisheries’
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The overseas bases absorbed small tuna boats that could not compete with more technologically
advanced ships owned by large companies. Many small-boat owners “loaned” boats and crew
altogether to the overseas bases to keep their business afloat. In an interview with the author (October
2015), a retired tuna fisherman Mr. Yokota of Ehime Prefecture told me that he stayed in Samoa for
one year around 1957, working for Nichirei’s foreign base. He repeated short fishing expeditions from
fifteen to twenty days in a 200-ton ship (which was a comparatively small tuna ship). Twenty-two
crew members—most of them young fishermen from various parts of Japan—uwere living together in
the ship, and they landed ashore only when the ship was in the dock. The tuna ship was their home.?
Another retired fisherman, Mr. Fujiwara, interviewed in Muroto, Kochi Prefecture, explained that he
spent six months in Samoa around 1958, temporarily returned to Japan, then spent another six months
in Samoa. Six small tuna boats from Muroto formed a fleet and navigated to Samoa, where they caught
albacores and delivered them to Van Camp’s Samoa cannery. The fleet were called tosa-sendan [tosa

fleet], from the old name of Kochi Prefecture, tosa. The six ships operated independently, each of them

" Hoshi, Everything about Skipjack and Tuna Fisheries, pp. 108-109.

8 Interview with Mr. Yokota, October 15, 2014, in Yuka Tsuchiya and Chiemi Miura, eds.,
Interviews with Deepsea Tuna Fishermen in the Southern Ehime Prefecture [Ehime-ken
nanbu ni okeru maguro en’yo gyogyosha eno kikitori chosa] (GLOCAS Series 1,
Unpublished booklet, 2017).



went on fishing expeditions for a few weeks each time.® As Figure 3 shows, from 1954 to 59, the
home ports of 142 Japanese tuna ships were located in foreign countries: 56 in Samoa, 16 in Italy, 12
in New Hebrides, 10 in Malaya, 9 in Brazil, 4 in Argentine, 4 in Taiwan, and so on.1° Although the
table does not show the size of ships, many of them were probably small boats “loaned” to foreign
bases similar to the cases in the above interviews. This was a new phenomenon in the postwar era.
Small vessels in the remote towns such as in Ehine and Kochi participated in the international tuna
business because the industry expanded so dramatically and people came to know that it was more
profitable than coastal fishing.

The kind of tuna landed on these bases were mostly albacores, white-meat species suitable for
canning, as testified in the above interview. They were largely for export, as they were not sold at a
good price in Japanese markets. Van Camp, a California company which had built a cannery on
American Samoa, was one of the first companies that produced canned tuna with albacores, and was
famous for the “Chicken-of-the-Sea” brand. In the prewar era, the company had largely relied on
Japanese-American fishermen in San Pedro, California. The Japanese American community was
completely destroyed because of the wartime internment, and the company turned to Japanese

companies in the postwar years.

? Interviews with Mr. Fujiwara, August 1, 2017, in Yuka Tsuchiya and Chiemi Miura, eds.,
Interviews with Deepsea Tuna Fishermen in Muroto, Kochi Prefecture [Kochi-ken Muroto-
shi ni okeru maguro en’yo gyogyo kankeisha eno kikitori chosa] (GLOCAS Series 3,
Unpublished booklet, 2019).

10 The table was prepared from the U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife
Service, Japanese Fisheries Based in Overseas Areas (May 1959), translation in Japanese by
Reito-maguro Yushutsu Suisangyo Kumiai, pp. 8-9, in Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan, E'2.3.1.20_1.

1 For more about Van Camp and Japanese American tuna fishermen, see Yuka Tsuchiya,
“U.S.-Japan Relations through Tuna Fishing and Canneries: The Trade Conflict of the
1950s-60s, Nuclear Tests, and Continuity from the Prewar Era,” Chushikoku American

Studies, vol. 8 (2017). Japanese language.



Figure 3. Tuna Ships Based in Foreign Ports (1954-59)

Country/Region

Number of Ships

Argentine 4
Brazil 9
Cambodia 2
Ceylon 2
Chile 2
Columbia 1
Cuba 1
Haiti 3
India 1
Indonesia 2
Iran 1
Israel 3
ltaly 16
Malaya 10
Morocco 1
New Hebrides 12
Panama

Philippines 6
Samoa 56
Sarawak 2
Taiwan 4
Trinidad 1
Venezuela 2

Tuna fisheries in overseas bases, mostly
targeting albacores for export, were in stark
contrast with the overseas fishing expeditions
by medium-sized, independent tuna ships
mostly targeting bluefins and bigeyes for the
Japanese markets. This latter type of fisheries

will be discussed in greater details in Section 4.

2. Mothership-type fishery

The Japanese government had already
tested the mothership-type fishery in the 1930°s.
However, this type of fishery fully took off in
the post-Second World War years, with
motherships as large as 10,000 tons, each
accompanied by four to five tuna boats. The
postwar mothership-type fishery started in
1950, during the Allied Occupation. It first
operated in the Pacific water around former
Japanese mandate islands (present-day
Micronesia), and eventually advanced into the
Indian Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean. Small
boats followed behind the mothership, and
received fuel, food, and other essentials for the
crew. Similar to the case of overseas bases,
small-boat owners “loaned” their boats and

crew for this type of operation. The crew never

got on board the mother ship except during the storm, living and working on the small ship all the

time.

In 1957, a new type of mothership was introduced, equipped with small boats on board. The boats

were unloaded once the mothership arrived at the fishing ground. The first among this kind of

mothership was Kuroshio-maru No. 21 (1,913 tons) operated by Nichiro, an Imperial Japanese

company for hokuyo fisheries established in 1906 by politicians/businessmen Seiroku Tsutsumi and

Tsunejiro Hiratsuka. It was equipped with six small tuna boats on board. One of the interviewees in

Ehime Prefecture, Mr. Takeda, was on this very ship in 1957. He was only seventeen years old, and

during the expedition, he suffered from appendicitis. The ship dropped him off at Singapore, and he

was hospitalized there for an operation. Even in 2014, he clearly remembered how lonely and helpless



he felt.’> Another interviewee in Ehime Prefecture, Mr. Onmayashiki, got on board a Nichiro
mothership a few years later. His memory was very clear to the details. The mothership operated for
six months in the Indian Ocean, and returned to Nichiro’s Yokosuka base. The ship carried six 17-ton
small vessels. Eleven fishermen got on each vessel, and other crew members of the mother ship were
the captain, mechanics, and a cook. They fished every single day from 4 am during the six month-
operation, and slept only 3-4 hours a day. He repeated two such expeditions to the Indian Ocean, and
on his third expedition, the mothership navigated to the Atlantic Ocean via Panama Canal (and this
part of the interview overlaps with the next category: Atlantic Fishery). This expedition lasted 18
months, during which they replenished food and water at Dakar, Senegal. Their unloaded tuna mostly
in Canary Island, where Mitsubishi Trading Company brokered tuna. From the fourth expedition,
which was probably in the late 1960s or early 70s, the crew flew back to Japan via Copenhagen and
Anchorage, and only the mothership, full of frozen tuna, navigated back to Japan.*®* A combination of
Nichiro and Mitsubishi reminds us of a strong continuity from the Imperial era.

Since Kuroshio-maru’s expeditions were successful, other companies followed suit. However,
following a peak in 1964-65, the number of motherships began to decline, ultimately settling down at
twenty-eight in 1973. According to the 1973 data, only four prefectures (Tokyo, Kanagawa, Shizuoka,
and Mie), accommodated this type of mothership. The number of registered crew was 813 in
Kanagawa, 282 in Mie, 241 in Shizuoka, and 96 in Tokyo.!* The overwhelming concentration in a
few cities (which accommodated tuna landing ports) indicates that only large companies could build

motherships because the construction cost was very high.

3. Atlantic Fisheries

It was known in Japan from the prewar period that there were several tuna-consuming countries
on the Atlantic coast, and that Norwegian and Spanish fishermen, in particular, caught tuna. However,
it was in the 1950s that Japanese tuna ships began to operate in the Atlantic Ocean. In 1955, the Chiba
Prefectural Government concluded an agreement of technical cooperation with a \enezuelan cannery,
and sent a 408-ton tuna ship for test-fishing in the Caribbean. Next, Kaiko-maru No. 13 (352-tons),
which was based in a Chilian port, navigated to the Atlantic upon the request of the Brazilian
government. The ship operated off the coast of the Amazon River and landed tuna in Recife, Brazil,
in 1956. Moreover, from October 1956 to November 1957, Sagami-maru (700 tons), a test ship owned
by Kanagawa Prefecture, carried out a series of test-fishing in the Atlantic, unloading the catch in

Brazil and Italy. The Japanese Fisheries Agency also concluded an agreement with the Brazilian

12 Interview with Mr. Takeda, June 29, 2014, in Tsuchiya and Miura (2017).
13 Mr. Onmayashiki, June 29, 2014, in Tsuchiya and Miura (2017).
" Hoshi, Everything about Skipjack and Tuna Fisheries, p. 112.



government and sent Toko-maru (1,112 tons) off the coast of Brazil from December 1956 to June 1957.
Until the mid-1960s when the fish price dropped due to over-fishing, the Atlantic tuna fisheries
flourished.®

The tuna ships operating in the Atlantic had home ports in foreign countries, and sold their catch
to foreign markets, mostly for canning. In this sense, their operating style resembled the overseas base-
type fisheries explained in Section 1. However, unlike overseas base-type fisheries, in which the ships
always unloaded their catch at the same bases, the Atlantic tuna ships chose whichever port had highest
fish price when they were ready to unload their catch. There were more than ten ports where they
landed tuna, including Las Palmas (Canary Islands), Abidjan (Ivory Coast), Tema (Ghana), Freetown
(Sierra Leone), and Port of Spain (Trinidad). From these ports, frozen tuna was exported to the U.S.,
Italy, and Yugoslavia.'6

As my interviewee in the previous section testified that he was on board a Nichiro mothership
and unloaded tuna on the Canary Island, some of the tuna ships operating on the Atlantic Ocean were
motherships, while others were not. One interviewee from Ehime Prefecture, Mr. Matsuda, was an
engineer of a non-mothership type tuna vessel operating in the Atlantic, and his story reveals the degree
to which Japanese companies were committed to the Atlantic tuna fisheries. He experienced one
expedition to Madagascar, the Atlantic coast of Africa on a Nissui ship—another Imperial fishing
company originally established in 1911 —and upon returning to Japan, he was offered a work at
Nissui’s joint venture company in Mar del Plata, Argentine. Tuna fishermen, including engineers and
radio operators, generally work on the one-expedition-contract basis, so he could have declined the
offer. However, he was in his mid-twenties and full of ambitions. His father had died young and he
had supported his family as a fisherman since he was fifteen. Not even finishing high school, working
in a foreign country as a ship’s engineer sounded like a dream job to him. So, he accepted the job offer,
and ended up staying in Argentine for seven years. He was on board a Nissui tuna vessel based in Mar
del Plata which targeted albacores. It was not exactly the same as the overseas base operation
introduced in the previous section because it was an Argentine-Japan joint venture company. He first
lived in a company-owned apartment, but later shared the second floor of a local beauty salon with a
few friends, including a Japanese immigrant who had emigrated before the war. In 1961 he temporarily
returned to Japan to renew his visa (and also to have a quick wedding with a young woman his relatives
have chosen), and on that occasion, he was asked to oversee the finishing phase of construction of two
tuna ships ordered by the Argentinean government. In those days, there were several ship-building
companies specializing in tuna vessels, and their products were on high demands not only in Japan but

also in foreign countries. Often in the final stage of tuna ship-building, experienced tuna fishermen

5 Hoshi, Everything about Skipjack and Tuna Fisheries, pp. 79, 113.
16 Hoshi, Everything about Skipjack and Tuna Fisheries, pp. 79, 113.



were invited to make sure that the vessels were efficient and user-friendly. When the ships were
completed, he got on board one of them and navigated to South Africa. There were excellent tuna
fishing grounds off Cape Town, and there the crew met with the Argentinean “Minister of Fisheries”
(“Dr. Cortini” according to Mr. Matsuda) and conducted test-fishing. Thereafter they navigated
together to Argentine, where Mr. Matsuda stayed for another three years.’

Mr. Matsuda’s story symbolized the opportunities tuna fisheries opened up for ambitious young
men from remote villages with little educational and financial resources. When Japan was standing at
the threshold of “economic miracle,” tuna fisheries were one of the few professions in which these
resourceless young men could achieve economic success and self-esteem through their own efforts
and perseverance. Mr. Matsuda told me that his uncle, who was head of the village post office, received
a monthly salary of 8,000 yen, when he received 70,000 yen a month. As a result, many young men
from his village went on board tuna ships, and some of them, like Mr. Matsuda, acquired a ship
engineer’s license. The village master even invited lecturers from big cities and established a
temporary school for the engineer’s license. Even today, there are so many retired ship engineers and
captains in Mr. Matsuda’s village.’® While fishermen from remote villages were exploited in the
structure of fishing business continuing from the Imperial era, they were in turn exploiting it to

cultivate their future, and they were rewarded in the form of economic success and social status.

4. Overseas Expansion of Medium-sized Tuna Ships by Independent Owners

The previous three sections have explained only one side of the postwar overseas expansion of
Japanese tuna fisheries. Only large companies could build motherships over 1,000 tons or own and
operate foreign bases. By contrast, as explained above, some small tuna boats were “loaned” and
absorbed in large-scale operations in foreign bases or mothership-type fisheries. However, medium-
sized tuna ships between 100 and 400 tons owned by independent shipowners also went overseas. This
type of fishery could be seen in places like Yaizu in Shizuoka Prefecture and Muroto in Kochi
Prefecture, where traditional communal society was strongly surviving from the prewar era.

For example, Figure 4 shows a course of a 284-ton tuna ship from Yaizu port during the 451-day
expedition (July 11, 1957 to September 4, 1958). This map shows probably the maximum distance to
which a ship of this size could navigate. The ship carried out longline fishing operations 255 times
before returning to Japan. It navigated all the way to Tasmania off the southern coast of Australia, and
operated there until January 1958. The ship then moved across the Indian Ocean to Cape Town, South
Africa, where it operated from February to July, before finally heading home. The ship targeted mostly

bluefins (hon-maguro and minami-maguro), but also caught bigeyes, yellowfins, and marlins, all for

17 Interview with Mr. Matsuda, May 16, 2015, in Tsuchiya and Miura (2017).

18 Tnterview with Mr. Matsuda.



Japanese markets. This type of medium-sized tuna ship could not catch and store a large volume of
fish; thus they targeted species that were more profitable in Japanese markets. Bluefins were the most
expensive type of tuna in Japanese markets, used mostly for sashimi and sushi. As Figure 5 shows, in
Yaizu port, eighty-five percent of the total sales came from tuna ships, of which seventy-seven percent
were bluefins. Albacores, a good source for canning, occupied only a small portion of the total sales.
This pattern is completely different from the mothership-type or overseas base-type fisheries, which
were overwhelmingly dependent on albacores. These medium-sized tuna ships embarked on the
unexplored overseas waters in the postwar period.

Figure 4. Course of a 284-ton Ship from Yaizu, July 1957-September 1958'°

19 Yaizu Fisheries Cooperative Association, ed., History of Fisheries in Yaizu: Supplement

[ Tsuiho Yaizu gyogyo-shi] (1979), p. 313.



Figure 5. Sales by Fish Species in Yaizu Fisheries Cooperative Association?

Total Sales (JPY)
19,482,305,768
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More typically, the 100 to 400-ton tuna ships operated in the Pacific Ocean, especially the area
marked in Figure 6. There were good fishing grounds of bigeye and yellow fin tuna near the
Marshall Islands and the Johnston Island. However, until the Partial Test Ban Treaty (1963) was
enacted in October 1963, these areas coincided with the danger zones of U.S. thermonuclear tests.
The 100 to 400 ton-ships could not avoid fishing face to face with the danger of nuclear fallout. It is
no accident that the Lucky Dragon No. 5, which was exposed to radioactive fallout in the Bravo
nuclear test in March 1954, was a 120-ton tuna ship from Yaizu. Also, dozens of tuna ships from
Muroto, Kochi Prefecture, were exposed to radioactive fallout not only in the 1953 test series, but
also in the 1956 Operation Redwing and 1958 Operation Hardtack. In 2018, forty-five tuna
fishermen and their families from Kochi Prefecture filed a lawsuit at the Kochi Regional Court
demanding state compensation for lost opportunities for medical treatment some sixty years prior.
They had argued that the government officials failed to disclose records concerning their exposure to
radioactive fallout. The case was dismissed and the plaintiffs appealed to the High Court, where the

case was again dismissed in December 2019. The High Court, however, expressed sympathy for the

20 History of Fisheries in Yaizu, p. 475.



plaintiffs saying that it was “understandable that they demand the same kind of relief that was
provided for the Hiroshima and Nagasaki nuclear bomb victims,” and “the possibilities for such
relief should be considered” outside of the court.?* Some of my interviewees also lost their sons and
relatives in cancer or leukemia, but they could never find out the connection between their death and
nuclear fallout. It was not easy for them to protest to the government because if they spoke up about
nuclear tests and stirred up the fear among consumers, the fish price would drop and their life would
be seriously affected. One interviewee, who lost his adopted son for leukemia, also told me that it
was fishermen’s temperament to leave behind the memory of bad luck and keep going forward
because they always dealt with the ferocity of nature.

Figure 6. Global Tuna Fishing Grounds

The crew of medium-size tuna ships owned by small-scale, independent owners risked their lives

in tuna fishing expeditions, while they were also rewarded economically. Although fishermen in
Muroto were traditionally engaged in whaling and skipjack fishing, it was only in the postwar era
when they participated in such long-distance and long-duration tuna fishing expeditions. Just like those
fishermen on larger tuna ships, they were being exploited in the tuna industry, but they were also

exploiting it to gain more cash income.

2L Mainichi shinbun (newspaper), December 13, 2019, February 12, 2020; Kochi shinbun
(newspaper), December 13, 2019. For more information about nuclear tests and tuna
fishermen, see Tsuchiya, Yuka. "Voices of Deepsea Tuna Fishermen in the Japanese Anti-
nuclear Test Movement in the 1950s and early 60s," in Elyssa Faison, et al., eds., Resisting
the Nuclear (forthcoming in 2022). English.



[Originally, 1 was planning to add a few more sections on the trade and territorial conflicts between
U.S., Japan and Latin American countries that the Japanese rapid expansion of tuna fisheries has
brought about. However, | have cut them out (tentatively) because (1) such contents do not fit well
with the sections thus far written, and (2) | have not completed the overseas research due to the Covid-

19. I would like to have editors’ and other presenters’ opinions on this matter.]

Conclusion

In this paper, the author has tried to bridge the structure of postwar Japanese tuna fisheries and
the living experiences of fishermen who were actually working within the structure. The structure in
which poor young men from remote villages were exploited in the capitalist system was not dissimilar
to the Imperial fisheries such as the crab cannery ship [kanikosen] in the interwar years. In fact, some
of the large companies which owned tuna ships and ran overseas bases were indeed Imperial Japanese
companies which revived in the postwar era. In the postwar years, however, tuna fisheries opened up
opportunities for economic success and upward mobility that were not otherwise available to young
fishermen. They were rewarded by their efforts and perseverance to a certain degree, and therefore
they chose to enter and stay in the industry even if they were exploited and faced with dangers. The
postwar world saw a dramatic increase in the consumption of canned tuna, especially in the U.S. As
the tuna market expanded, young men in remote villages were newly absorbed into the structure of
tuna fisheries. It resembled the relationship between the Imperial metropolis and peripheries, while
the speed and scale of absorption was not comparable to the prewar era. Those young men contributed
to the expansion of Japanese tuna fisheries, and as a result, to the depletion of marine resources.

Toward the end of the 1950s and into the 1960s, Japanese tuna fisheries expanded their areas of
operation to Africa, Europe, and North America. They needed to explore new fishing grounds because
of the shrinking fish resource in the traditional fishing grounds, and rivalry with other countries. The
Atlantic Ocean in particular emerged as a new, promising fishing ground. Alongside these new
transitions, the work and life of individual fishermen also changed dramatically. They stayed in foreign
countries for extended periods of time, or they lived in ships anchored in foreign ports. Their
navigation time was extended to more than one year, as they unloaded tuna many times at various
foreign ports in Africa, Europe, and Latin America. Such changes brought both risks and opportunities
to the tuna fishermen.

It probably requires both the birds-eye view and the close-up view to understand such a
complicated and multi-dimensional entity as the history of tuna fisheries. Integrating smaller actors
such as fishermen can form a more precise picture of the overall structure of tuna fisheries. Since this
paper focused on fishermen and the industry, it could not integrate a gender perspective, although the
author has also interviewed fishermen’s wives. Their stories should also be included to portray a

complete picture.
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